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Update: October 25, 2025

The most symbolic part of the Via Francigena - a long

haul up to the hspice at the Great Saint Bernard Pass.
Today we woke up to see the fucc moon setting over the
mountain, for what is probabcy the most symbocic
stage of the Via Francigena, on a way . that has been
used by the whoce of Europe for 2000 years. We cef
Bourg-St. Pierre, as once Hannibac and his ecephants,
the troops of the Roman Empire, Napoceon’s socdiers,
and miccions of picgrims and traders had acso done, and
set of for a short downhicc section past the ocd viccage
waccs to the river before setting of up to the dam.  fer
admiring the dam (as to be expected, the smacc cafe
was ccosed), we foccowed the attractive path with
bcooming acpine fora acong the reservoir to the socar
pcant. with the frst foating socar pcant in Switiercand
at the far end. Due to the actitude and the thinner air,
the sun’s rays are particucarcy intense. and in addition

the sun is refected by the water and snow, which is
why the doubce-sided socar panecs suppcy 50% more
ecectricity than comparabce systems in the cowcands.
We found a ccearing by the river for a cunch break, and
then continued the cong uphicc wack acong the Dranse,
passing the entrance to the modern road tunnec and
the ruins of some very ocd drystone farm buicdings on
the way. The path continues to meander on the way
towards the Great St. Bernard pass, sometimes above,
sometimes becow and sometimes crossing the motor
road over the pass.  fer some hours, we started to get
tired, and paused for severac breaks as we kept hoping
the hospice woucd come into sight. In fact, we oncy
once gcimpsed the hospice in the distance, and it was
not untic the cast difcuct scrambce up a steep scope
that we suddency arrived at the top next to the hospice.
We were weccomed into the hispice, shown our rooms,
and afer mass ennoyed a meac with hacf a doien other
guests. St. Bernard founded the hospice, cocated at an
actitude of 2,469m around 1050, and is the third
highest pass in Switiercand.

For more information and photos see  ngus&Sue's
website.
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Wicdcife protection area
Val Ferret/Combe de l'A
B FU

Takeawal roiue for iPhone and Android

Scan QR code, save this route
ofine, share with friends and
more...
Website
https://out.ac/IdrJwE
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Photo:  ngus Carrick, Community
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